Annual Evaluations

1st Year:  
Evaluations are based on rotations, 1st year comprehensive exam (taken in the summer) and courses. After the exams have been graded, an evaluation will be written up based on the above criteria and reviewed by the Graduate Committee.  They will then be forwarded to OGSR (Summer).  OGSR enrollment holds, placed in June, will be released once evaluations are received.

2nd Year:  
Students need to:

· Identify 3* Biology members for their committee

· Take Proposition Examination which consists of:

Submitting a written proposal to the members of their committee.

Presenting the Proposal (this becomes the evaluation).  Must be signed by all three members.*
*Beginning with the Fall 2001 class, identify three committee members in addition to thesis advisor.  Evaluation must then be signed by all four members.
3rd Year:  
Third Year Appraisal 

The Graduate Committee has instituted a "Third Year Appraisal" to be included with the students' annual thesis committee meeting report for that year.  This will consist of (a) the thesis committee’s candid assessment of a student’s overall performance and progress in the program to date (including evaluation of such things as motivation and intellectual commitment), and (b) their best estimate of the likelihood that the student will advance to candidacy on time.  Evaluation to be signed by all committee members.
4th Year:  
Student is expected to advance to candidacy by the end of the fourth year.  The rest of the doctoral committee is selected and the student advances.  If advancing in Winter or Spring, do not need an evaluation.  If advancing in Fall of the fourth year, student will need a Spring evaluation signed by all five committee members.
5th Year and On:  
Regular evaluation meeting,** no exam.  All committee members must sign.  


**A pre-defense meeting is scheduled one to three months before the student’s defense.  If completing the pre-defense meeting during Spring quarter or summer (regardless of year in program), this will become the evaluation and is to be signed by all committee members.
